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THE FIRST COAL MINING COMPANY OF THE 
LEHIGH REGION. 

The "Lehigh Coal Mine Company," the first organi- 
zation for the mining of "stone coals" in the Lehigh 
region, was formed in February of 1792, by Col. Jacob 
Weiss and Judge William Henry, of Northampton 
county; Charles Cist and Michael Hillegas, of Phila- 
delphia, and others. They purchased of Colonel Weiss 
a tract of land at Summit Hill, on which coal had been 
discovered, and later added considerably more acreage. 
Colonel Weiss was born in Philadelphia and during the 
Revolution was commissioned a Lieutenant Colonel in 
the Commissary Department, where he served with 
efficiency. At the close of the war he purchased of 
the Moravian Church the tract of 700 acres, on part 
of which Fort Allen had been erected by Col. Ben- 
jamin Franklin, and in 1785 removed his family 
thither. In 1817 he laid out the present town of Weiss- 
port, on the eastern bank of the Lehigh, where he died 
in 1839. His name is intimately associated with all the 
early efforts to improve that section of the Lehigh 
Valley. Lehighton, directly opposite Weissport, was 
laid out in 1810 by Judge William Henry, then a resi- 
dent of Nazareth. Near the town was a mineral spring, 
the water of which, in Colonial days, was much in de- 
mand in Philadelphia. 

Coal was mined by the company, but after fruitless 
endeavors to market it at remunerative prices, via the 
Lehigh River, the stockholders became tired of paying 
assessments and suffered the enterprise to be idle for 
some years. Attempts were also made to introduce it 
locally by land carriage, but only with partial success, 
because of the ignorance and prejudice against its use. 
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In the account books of Judge Henry there is an 
entry made in 1798, of his having purchased of the com- 
pany 114 bushels of "stone coals," for which he paid 
five shillings per bushel (about $18 to $20 per ton), 
delivered at his Gun "Works, at Nazareth. One of his 
smiths was directed to make use of the coal, but after 
three or four days trial, altering the fire places fre- 
quently and using every possible means to make it 
burn, but all to no purpose, became impatient and in 
a passion threw all coal in the shop into the street. In 
1808, there also appears a charge for thirty-seven 
bushels of "stone coals," sent to Oliver Evans, of Mars 
Iron "Works. 

To endeavor to render their property available, the 
company granted individual leases, but these proved 
unprofitable and were given up. Towards the close of 
the year 1813, a lease of their land for ten years was 
made to Messrs. Miner, Cist and Robinson, but they, 
finding the business unremunerative, abandoned the 
business. Finally the property came into the posses- 
sion of the Lehigh Coal Company, later the Lehigh 
Coal and Navigation Company. 

The Lehigh Coal Mine Company was never char- 
tered, but the following is a copy of the prospectus 
that was issued : 

Lehigh Coal Mine Company. 

Jacob "Weiss, of Northampton County in the State of 
Pennsylvania, one of the subscribers hereto, having 
discovered a certain Coal Mine on a Tract of about 
Seven Hundred and Seventy Acres of Land of his, in 
said County, at the Distance of about one hundred 
Miles from the City of Philadelphia, and about ten 
Miles from the Lehigh below the Turn Hole, and so 
situated that the same Coal may be transported to the 
said City and other Places. And from a Trial of the said 
Coal made by different Smiths, it appears to be of a 
Quality superior to the Coal commonly imported into 
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this State. And the said Jacob Weiss being willing to 
dispose of a Part of the same in Shares, by interesting 
other Persons in the Benefit of the said Coal, Coal Mine 
and Tract of Land, on the following terms, viz. 

That the whole be held in Fifty Shares, ten of which 
are to be retained and held by the said Jacob Weiss, 
and the other forty Shares by the only Subscribers 
hereto. 

That for each of those forty Shares so subscribed 
for, there shall be paid to the said Jacob Weiss, his 
Heirs or Assigns, Two Hundred Dollars, in the follow- 
ing Manner — One fourth Part thereof, viz Fifty Dol- 
lars as soon as the whole forty Shares shall be sub- 
scribed for, or within seven Days thereafter ; One other 
fourth Part or fifty Dollars on the first Day of October 
next; And the remaining two fourths Parts or one 
hundred Dollars, on the first Day of June One Thou- 
sand Seven Hundred and Ninety Three. 

That the Payments shall be punctually made on or 
before the Days and Times so fixed for Payment; a 
Failure in either Payments for any Share or Shares to 
work a Forfeiture of the whole of the previous Pay- 
ments on account of such Share or Shares to the Com- 
pany, and such Share or Shares thenceforth to be dis- 
posed of to others, so that the Proportion remaining 
due to the said Jacob Weiss be paid. 

That each Subscribers and their Successors shall be 
called and known by the Name of The Lehigh Coal 
Mine Company. 

That so soon as the whole forty Shares shall be sub- 
scribed for, the three first Subscribers of the same shall 
give written Notice of at least three Days, of the Time 
and Place, when and where the several Subscribers 
shall assemble, in order to organize the Company and 
proceed to chuse from among themselves a President, 
eight Managers and a Treasurer by Ballot. Each Share 
to be entitled to one Vote. 

That the Treasurer for the Time being shall give 
Bond to the President and Managers for the Use of 
the Company, for such Sum as they from Time to Time 
shall deam necessary, conditions for the faithful Per- 
formance of his Trust. 

That the President and other Officers shall after the 
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first Election aforesaid, be annually chosen by Ballot 
in Manner aforesaid, on the third Monday of January 
in every Year, of which Meeting and Election, or of 
any special Meeting that shall be held, Public Notice, 
in one or more of the Public News-papers in Philadel- 
phia. 

That the Company shall from Time to Time make 
such Kules, Regulations and By-Laws as shall appear 
to them necessary for the well ordering the Affairs of 
the said Company, which Rules, Regulations and By- 
Laws shall be regularly entered in a Journal or Book 
of Minutes, with tbeir other Proceedings at their sev- 
eral Meetings, the whole to be always subject (as well 
as all their other Books and Accounts) to the Inspection 
of each and every Member of the Company. 

That the present Subscription Paper or Instrument 
of Writing, be tbe first that shall be copied at length 
in the said Journal or Book of Minutes as a Ground- 
Work of the Company hereby formed. 

That all Transfers of Shares of the said Coal-Mine 
and Land, with other Property thereto at the Time 
belonging, shall be occasionally entered in the said Book 
of Minutes. 

That the President and Managers shall have full 
Power and Authority to enter upon the said Land and 
to employ Factors, Agents, Collier's, Boatmen, La- 
bourers and other Workmen, and to do all other Things 
necessary to the carrying on the Work and Business 
of the Company. 

That in order to have the said Coal-Mine opened and 
carried on to the Advantage of the Concerned^as soon 
as possible, the President and Managers shall have full 
Power and Authority to levy a Contribution on each of 
the fifty Shares, for a sum not exceeding ten Dollars, 
to be paid severally to the Treasurer, within the Space 
of ten Days after Notice shall be delivered to the Par- 
ties by the said Treasurer of such Contribution being 
laid. 

That the President and Managers shall have full 
Power to draw on the Treasurer for the said Money 
to be raised by Contribution, in Favour of such Work- 
men as they shall employ in Opening and Carrying on 
said Coal Mine, or in the Transportation of the Coal &c. 
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That before any further Contributions than the above 
shall be laid by the said President and Managers on 
the Company, the Amount thereof shall be agreed on 
by a Majority of Votes according to the Shares, at a 
Meeting, to be held in Pursuance of a regular Notifi- 
cation as aforesaid, at which Time the Necessity and 
Expediency of such Contribution shall be laid before 
the Company, together with the Plan or Proposals of 
the intended Extension of their Business and Trade. 

That on Payment of the first fifty Dollars per Share 
on the said forty Shares, to the said Jacob Weiss, he 
shall deliver to the Subscribers respectively Receipts 
(numbered numerically) for such Payments, certifying 
that such Persons, their Heirs and Assigns are inter- 
ested one fiftieth Part or Share in the said Coal-Mine 
and tract of Land, delivering one Receipt or Certificate 
for each Share so subscribed for, therein expressing, 
that the Sum then paid and received, is for one f ourth 
Part of the Consideration Money for such Share. 

That on the Fulfilment of the last Payment, to wit, 
on the First Day of June, One Thousand Seven Hun- 
dred and Ninety Three, he the said Jacob Weiss shall 
and will by Deed or other sufficient Assurance in the 
Law, convey and assure to the Subscribers, their Heirs 
and Assigns, their several Parts and Shares, in Fee 
simple, of in and to the said Coal-Mine and Seven Hun- 
dred and Seventy Acres of Land or thereabouts. 

And that it is further agreed by and between the 
said Jacob Weiss and the other Subscribers to these 
Articles, that in Case the Subscribers for the said Forty 
Shares shall on an Inspection of the said Coal-Mine, 
at any Time to the First Day of October next, find 
that the said Coal-Mine does not promise in the Opinion 
of a Majority of the Managers, to endure working for 
at least ten Years, as Coal-Mines are usually worked ; 
then and in that Case, the said President and Managers 
shall give Notice thereof to the said Jacob Weiss, at or 
before that Day. And the said Jacob Weiss doth 
hereby bind himself, his Heirs, Executors and Admin- 
istrators, that he or they shall and will then repay and 
return to the several Subscribers, their Heirs and As- 
signs (as the Case may be) the said fifty Dollars per 
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Share first paid him, they respectively delivering to 
him the Beceipts or Certificates given for such Shares. 

And the said Jacob Weiss doth further bind himself, 
his Heirs, Executors and Administrators in the Case 
aforesaid, that he or they shall and will repay the sev- 
eral Subscribers for their Disbursements made on the 
Coal Mine from the Contribution before mentioned, 
they or the Company accounting to him for the Pro- 
ceeds of the Coal, which to the said First of October 
may have been sold by them, their Agents or Factors, 
under the Penalty of double the Sum by him so re- 
ceived. 

And it is further agreed, that if after a Bequisition 
for any Contribution, as herein before provided, any 
Payment thereof for any Share shall remain unpaid, 
for the Space of ten Days, every Share so unpaid for, 
shall forfeit an equal Sum out of the Payment or Pay- 
ments made on Account of the Purchase Money of each 
Share, with Interest thereon at six per Cent, until the 
said Contribution or Contributions and Interest thereon 
shall amount to the Sum they may have paid on Ac- 
count of Their Shares as aforesaid, at which Time, if 
Payment continue to be witheld, the Bight of the Per- 
son refusing or neglecting, shall be forfeited, and such 
Share or Shares shall be disposed of for the most the 
Company can get, as aforesaid. 

Philadelphia, February 13th. 1792. 



